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Cowiitry-m. OW, Maiter Odjervator, for 
fome more Old Stories of our 
Anceftors.. I cannot yet find 
nit the High-Flyers Fure Divino, Hereditary Right, 
Siery, and the other Dévildoms they would bring 
jato England. il 
-Obf. Nor will you find it in the whole.Courfe of 
Englifp Hiftory; for our Saxon Anceftors Elected 
thar Kings under a Stipulation, or Covenant mu- 
tudily agreed on betwixt Prince and People, which 
was the Original Contract: By this the. People 
were bound to Defend their King, which Tacitus 
calls Practpuum Sacramentum, and the Prince to 
im them was to be the fluence of the Law, as A&thel- 
fan the Saxon King Himflelf faid, Seeing L, accord- 
I ing to your Law, allow you what is yours, do you {2 
pith me. Much like this is the faying of Jna the 
great Saxou King. No great Man, nor any other in 
the whole Kingdon, may Abolifh the Written Laws. 
§o that you fee the Law was the Sole Umpire be- 
tween the King and People, to which both did 
Submit. 2 
‘The Kings alfo at their Entrance to the Go- 
i yernment, were bound by Oath to Obferve the 
Laws of the Land, as in that of Canutus, who, 
WM after the Death of Athelred, being Elected King, 
“le had Fealty Sworn, unto him by the Proceres Reguz, 
‘M@ the great-Men of the Kingdom, and he again 
Swate tothem. That Secundum Deum, & Secun- 
We dum Seculum, Sc. viz. That according to the Laws 
ie of God, and of the Nation, he would be a Faithful 
We Lordto.them. And thro’ the whole Courfe of the 
fe Sixon Story we find, that the Fealty of the Peo- 
ple was always Subfervient to the Publick Safe- 
Say even by a Law the Prerogative was Pre- 
mib’d and Limited, viz. That if a King Defend 
‘wt bis People, and efpecially Church-men, from Inju- 
Nec Nomen Regis in eo Conflabit, Verum Nomen 
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* eid That he shalt baje the Name and Title 
‘ofa King, ew. . hth 
Sle Secons in the Election of their Kings fo 
tyd them to theinfelves, that they made them 
Prope ° Soa own, claiming not onty an Intereft 
int eir Perfo it alfo in their Eftates; As may 
be een in the Cafe of King Baldred, who having 
Riven the Mannior of Malings in Suffex to Chrif- 
dnurch in Canterbury, the Grant was Revoked, be- 
caule The Lords bad not Confented. thereto, which 
proves that the Deniefnes of the Crown, were then 
tld Sacred, and Ingifpofable by the King, tho’ 
toPious Utes, without the Confent of the Lords; 
and it fhows that what our Reprefentatives ot 
‘litehave done, in the Refumption of Grants, is 
Tet by Precedent and, Cuftom of their 




















, And tho‘ fome Prerogative-men may think the 
Uta and Giehtent of the Sixon Kings was 
Hot'Snitable to their high Poft and Diguity., yet 
i think they had a§ much Power as is fit to be. 
atrufted in the Hands of one that is not under 
the Conduét of Intinite Wifdom, for befides the 
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Regallities of the Crown, and the Dignity thereof,4 
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they had a Royal Maintenance Suitable to their 
Mayelty: Their Power was double, as Captains 
and Kings, they had enough to maintain their 
Port and: large Demetnes befides, without menti- 
oning the Ferquifites of Fellous or Fugitives Goods, 
Mines of Gold aud Silver, Treajure Trove, Mul&s 
for Treipafies, and other Priviledges. 

Thus much of the Rights of the Saxon Kings ; 

now of the Rights of the People. . ‘The Free-Peo- 
of England in thofe times were called Fiilingi, or 
Free-Born: i. ¢.fach as are Born. free trom the 
Yoakof Arbitrary Power,and Compulfive Laws; 
they having a free Vote in the making of the 
General Laws of the Kingdom, could be Bound 
by no Law but fuch as is Voluntary. 
_ Of Freemen there were feveral forts, which in 
fome meafure, only with little Alterations of Ti- 
tle, do continue to this Day : Their Comites explee 
be made one Rank of Freemen, Superiour to the 
reft in Wifdoin ; . Their Cujffodes Pagani, belong d 
to Military Service; The, reft of the Freemen 
went by the Name ot Ceorles or Pagani, viz. Ku- 
ral Clowns, who were the moft confiderable Party 
both in War and Peace, and had as fure and firm 
a Right and Title to their Liberties, as had the 
Cujtodes. Pagani, or Country Gentleinen. 

The moft Inferiour.ot all the People of the 
Realm, by the Saxons were call Villatus, and ot 
thefe there were two Sorts; fuch as had been 
Slaves, and had purchafed their Freedom by De- 
fert; were called Free Lazzi, who as Tacitus fays, 
were not Multum Supra Servos, little Inferiour to 
Servants, and thefefuch, as I fuppofe.at this Day 
we call Copy.Holders, who have Protection from 
the Laws, but no Priviledge of Vote in the ma- 
king of Laws; The moft Inferiour of thefe were 
the Lazzi or Slaves, who were the Scum of the 
People under the abfolute Dominion of their 
particular Lords; but the Saxons abhorring Tyran- 
ny in any, and thefe People having perforined the 
greateft Exploits in War,.they at laft became 
Free as others, as we may afterwards find by the 
Confeflors Laws, which Ordained, That the Lords 

Soould fo Demean Themfelves towards their Men, that 
they neither incur: Guilt againft God, nor Offence 
againft the King, i. e. to retpect them as Gods Peoe: 
ple and the Kings Subjects). oie, 
_ But by the various Struggles‘ for Liberty, the 
very Name of Slave was worn out in alan, 


and is to this Day detefted by all, infomuch that. - 


it is become a Rightful and Approved Maxim, 
Nemo perdet Patriam.- No Man can lofe the Nation, 
i.e. no Man can bea Slave in England; and on 
this Maxim are feveral of our Laws fourided 
which conftitute the Priviledges of Englifhmen, 
and pasticularly that which Circumfcribes the 
Regal Power, as to the Peoples Service in War; for 


‘tis not in the Power of a King or Queen of Eng- 


land to fend any of the People out ot the Realm 
without their own Confent. 
I iball entertain you the longer Honeft Coun- 
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try-man, with the Laws and Practices of our Saxe 
on Anceltors, becanfe thofe Laws are the Foun- 


dation of Englifh Liberty, and remain the fame | 


in Subftance to this Day* All the Laws and 
Ordinances of the Realmswere made and Contfti- 
tuted by the People, cither Perfonal or Reprefen- 
ted in the Mickiemote or Wittagenmote ; that is, in 
the Convention or Parliament of Wife Méw. Ta- 
citus tells us, That this great Council was Origi- 
nally of the Lords and Freemen, but when they 
Aflumed the Title of a King, He was a Member 
thereof, and generally Prefident therein, and in- 
tended to be always prefent, tho’ often difabled 
by Infirmities or other Accidents, as in the Coun- 
cil at Clano.or Cleve in Wilthire, when the De- 
bate betwixt the Monks and Married Prie/fs was 
concluded, the King was Abfent by reafon of his 
Minority, tho’ the Writers of that Time fay he 
was in his Sixteenth Year. 

This great Allembly continued in the Kings, 
Lords and Freemen, during the fpace of 150 
Years, and nigh 200 Years in fome Places of Eng- 
land; betore ever the Roman Bifhops got Footing 
in our Councils, who at firft were admitted De 
benz effe, for advice only, as Sapientes, and not 
Canonicatly, for Nemo militus, Deo implicet nego- 
tijs Secularzbus. Which growing into Cuftom, the 
Prelates continue to fit in the Howufe of Peers to 
this Day, not conftituting a fourth Eftate, but 
by Right ot Baronage as Lords Temporal. 

Our Ancient Accounts tell Us, That all that 
would come; might be prefent at the Wittagen- 
mote or great Affembly, and we meet with fome 
Hints hereof in Englifh Hiftory, fome Prefi- 
dents run zt Magua Servorum Dei Frequentia. And 
that of Ina Commune Concilium Seniorum & Popu- 
lorwn totius Regui. The Common-Council of the El- 
ders and People of the whole Kingdom. ~The Coun- 
cil of Winton Anno 855, is faid to be held in Pree 
fence of the great Men Aliorymque Fidelium infini- 
ta Multitudtue, and an Infinite Number of other 
Faithful Mex. 

The meeting of the Szxons in this Aflembly we 
find certain and frequent, at firft at the new and 
full Moos, and afterwards changed to the Feaft 
of Eafter, Pentecoft, and the Nativity. Their De- 
bates, as now,were concluded by Suftrage or Vote, 
after the manner of the Lacedemonians, Clamore 
non Crlculis, and when the noife was doubtful, 
they took the Votes Severally, as is the Cuftom 
ir our prefent Parliaments. jas 

By the mattefs in Debate in thofe Aflemblies, 
we find that their Power was great, for it reach’d 
all Publick Grievances, as well as Private 
Leagues and Affinity with other Nations, Ma- 
king of War, and Defence of the Country againft 
Invafions: ‘Lhe Settlement of the Crown, the Li- 
mitations and Succetlion thereof, Sc. And fo 
much for Old Stories at prefent. 

Country-m. For which [thank you. And now 
let me proceed in my New Stories, how our No- 
ble Patriots the Lords, have taken care in this 
laft Seflions of Parliament to preferve thefe our 
Ancient Liberties to Pofterity ; and theretore be- 
fore we part, I will read to you their Lordfhips 
Keprefentation to Her Majetty, of the Cafe and 
Condition of the Poor Exchanged Prifoners, and 
the next time we meet Bihall defire your Re- 
marks thereon. . . 3 


THAT we have been Informed om the Oaths of fe 


veral Perfons, who have lately been Prifoners in’ 


France, and who, fome of them, Purchafed their Li- 


| Hundred of the Englith Prifoners in France, who 



















berty at great Rates, that feveral Englif, Prin, 
there, thro’ long Imprifonment, and the Fix dfhips el 
underwent therein, put themfelves into the Frey? 
Kings Service, avid into French Privateers, aly ‘ 
ew rathér-do fo, than dye im Prifon; and je ; 
others had likewife done fo, bad they not been fal 
nifhed with Money by one of the Informants, who ; 
near Three Months, be was Prifoner at Dinant he 
lieves there Died there more than Sixty Prifong,, 
And by another of them, that he pad an Account Thy 
near Three Hundred Died there in Four Month bee 
tween the Return of the Tranfport-Veffels ; 4y2) 
another of them, That in Auguit laft, when he % 
Prifoner at Martinico, there were between Sevey 
and Eighty Ships belonging ta Her Majefties Sy. 
jects that had been taken by the French, and aboy 
Two Hundred Prifoners. 
We have likewife heard the Commiffoners for E 
change of Prifoners, who faid, They never bad 
Complaint made to them by any Prifoner, after bis Ry. 
turn, of bad Ufage in France, nor did they ever beg 
that any of them gave Money for his Ranfom, but yp 
on Notice given by one of their Agents (who had frp. 
quent Orders to Enquire into the Ujage of Prifoner;) 
bat the French did not make fufictent Allowance tg 
their Prifoners, the fatd Commifhoners reduced the 
Allowance to the French Pyifoners from Five’ pence 
to Three pence per Diem, till they were Certified from 
the Prafoners there, that they bad thetr Allowancg 
raifed to what it had been bere: That they conftayt. 
ly once in three Weeks, after the Keturn of a Vefey 
ent for Prifoners, fent another on the fame Evra) 
except after the great Storm in November laf, which, 
with the Privity of a Principal Secretary of State, 
they forbore to do juft at that time, left Intelligence 
foould be thereby carried of our great Loffes in Meg 
and Shipping.’ They produced the Inftrucions thy 
gave to, and the Securities they took of the Mafters of 
the Tranfports, they imployd to Provide good Vefels, 
and fuficient Entertainment Aboard, for the French 
and Engtith Prifoners, without Demanding any thing 
of them for the fame: And their ufual Courfe in the 
Exchange of Prifoners, was to Return Man for Man, 
and Quality for Quality, and to bring Home frft the 
Sick, Wounded and Aged, who could leaft endure the 
ek of Imprifonment , then, thofe that bad been 
longeft Prifoners , in the next place, thofe that bad 
been taken in Her Majefties Ships, and after them, 
thofe taken in Merchant-Men; and in the laf place 
the Men'taken in Privateers. At the time of ths 
Examination they [aid, there were few more than two 
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were then fent for, and that there were now more than 
two Thoufand French Prifoners in England. ys 
laid their Commifion before us, which is fro 
Reel Highnefs Prince George of Denmark, Lord 
igh Admiral of sgane. ed with the Infre- 
ions given them by His Royal Highnefs, for thet 
better Government and Conduét in the Execution 
the Truft Committed to them. And they acqnaint 
us, That upon any Accident i might require far 
ther or more particular Diregfion, their Courfe vas 
to make Application to the Cabinet-Council, and the 
Earl of Nottingham, Principal Secretary of State. 
It appeared to us, That by the Ne rnd Dut) 
of fone of the Mafters of the Tranfport-Vefels, am 
"particularly of one Gibion, and contrary to Bonds g* 
ven, Not to:bring over any Paffengers but Prifoners, HAA 
Jeveral Perfons bave been brought over in the fa 
Tranfj effels out of France, who have been fount, HN 
by the Examination of a Commitee of the Lords of Thy 
- this Houfe, to have been concerned and trufted in the 





' Management of the Scotch Con{piracy. 
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